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ment to be penitent, not in order to humiliate it, but in order to
set it right with the people, and there will, certainly, be no peace
in the land and no settlement until the Government acknowledges
its mistakes and retraces its steps. The resolutions are calculated
to enable the Government to do so gracefully. Nobody questions
the right of the Government to put down violence. Sir Sankaran
forgets what I said in reply to Mr. Jehangir B. Petit, namely, that
I could conceive even the existence of justifiable martial law, when
it is introduced to protect people and has the endorsement of
public opinion. The present proceedings of the Government,
which bear all the characteristics of martial law, without the odium
of the name, are intended neither to protect the people, nor have
any public backing whatsoever. They are intended to consolidate
the power of an utterly irresponsible bureaucracy. The Khilafat
claim certainly includes the evacuation of Syria by the French,
but Sir Sankaran should remember what I said, I declared in
the clearest possible language that I would be satisfied if Great
Britain sincerely supported the Mussulman claim regarding Syria*
I said that the Mussulmans, and I, in common with them, thoroughly
distrusted Great Britain's intentions regarding the aspiration of
Turkish Nationalists and the just claims of Indian Mussulmans.
It is open in a round table conference to the Government to
demonstrate to the satisfaction of non-co-operators that Great
Britain is ready to do all in her power to satisfy the Mussulman
claim. Sir Sankaran hardly does justice to himself, or to me,
when he reports me as having said that I wanted the evacuation of
Egypt, as a term of peace. In answer to an ejaculation about
Egypt I remarked that although the Khilafat demand did not,
and would not include the evacuation of Egypt, when India had
full swaraj she could certainly not permit a single Indian soldier
to leave India in order to coerce the brave Egyptians into submi-
ssion to a foreign yoke.
Sir Sankaran's attack upon the Ali Brothers is hardly worthy
of him. The Ali Brothers do believe in the possibility and necessity
of the use of violence for the vindication of religious or national
rights. But, I know that they are absolutely at one with the Congress
programme and that they are more than ever convinced that as
India is circumstanced, non-violence is the only remedy open to
her for the attainment of her freedom.
Sir Sankaran ought to know better than to impute to me a
promise of swaraj within one year. If I had made any such
promise I would not have kept my head on my shoulders. All
that I said was that India could have swaraj within one year,